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Synopsis

National Book Critics Circle Award finalist & ceA triumph . . . a masterpiece full of fire and tragedy.a °
a” Amanda Foreman, author of Georgiana In the first full-scale biography of Mary Stuart in more
than thirty years, John Guy creates an intimate and absorbing portrait of one of historya ™s greatest
women, depicting her world and her place in the sweep of history with stunning immediacy. Bringing
together all surviving documents and uncovering a trove of new sources for the first time, Guy
dispels the popular image of Mary Queen of Scots as a romantic leading lady & ” achieving her ends
through feminine wiles & ” and establishes her as the intellectual and political equal of Elizabeth I.
Through Guya ™s pioneering research and superbly readable prose, we come to see Mary as a
skillful diplomat, maneuvering ingeniously among a dizzying array of factions that sought to control
or dethrone her. Queen of Scots is an enthralling, myth-shattering look at a complex woman and
ruler and her time. & ceThe definitive biography . . . gripping . . . a pure pleasure toread.a*a”
Washington Post Book World & ceReads like Shakespearean drama, with all the delicious plotting
and fresh writing to go with it.4 « & ” Atlanta Journal-Constitution John Guy is a fellow in history at
Clare College, University of Cambridge, and the author of several books, including the best-selling

textbook Tudor England.
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Customer Reviews

Mary Stuart was to the manor born, if indeed anyone ever was. She was the daughter of James V of
Scotland and the great-granddaughter of Henry VIl of England. She was raised in the Royal Court of
France and was married at sixteen to the heir to the French Throne. Mary’s father had died a few
days after her birth and she had actually been Queen of Scotland since that time. Her realm was
governed however by a regent who was for most of that time Mary’s mother, Mary of Guise. The
Guise family was a rich and powerful French family and they used young Mary to their advantage
whenever they could. This misuse by her mother’s family was just to be the beginning of a long
series of betrayals that would finally end in Mary’s execution.John Guy has undertaken a huge task
with this biography. The well-ingrained image of Mary Queen of Scots is one of a manipulative siren
or of a Queen who was well out of her depth or both. Guy has examined many documents that have
never been considered before and has reached an entirely different conclusion. In every way she
was the equal of her cousin Elizabeth |, and in many ways her better. Mary’s problem was that her
Kingdom had been divided up by clan loyalties for years and the squabbles among the nobles made
for an unruly Kingdom. Add to this the recent arrival of the Reformation in Scotland, and the further
division it caused and the situation Mary faced on her return to Scotland was an almost hopeless
one. Not phased in the least, Mary jumped right in and even her detractors had to admit that she
was doing well. Even the rather unpleasant John Knox had to admit that the Catholic Queen did not

lack courage.Mary’s also faced the problem that Scotland was so small and weak.
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